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Honorable J. Lea Rankin 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Building 
Second Street and Maryland Avenue, E« 
Washington 25, D, C* 

Dear Mr* Rankint 

I aa enclosing a copy of a paper ifith 
respect to the assassination which was sent to me 
by Ralph Dungan. In general* it is based on specu 
lation* It does contain one interesting factual 
allegation on Page 12* The FBI has already been 
informed of this and is making efforts to verify it. 

Sincerely, 


Nicholas deB , Katzent>ach 
Deputy Attorney General 
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pCmieh States ^Beparteteiti nf Rustics 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
X OHTHEfiy District of Texas 
FORT WORTH; 2, TEXAS 

January S, 196h 





VIA AIR MAIL 
PERSONAL ATTENTION 


Mr. Nicholas Katzenbach 
Deputy Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D . C . 

Dear Nick: 


Enclosed please find newspaper clipping from the Fort Worth 
Star Telegram of January 8th which indicates that the defense in the 
Ruby case intends to demand all F.B.I. reports relating to Ruby, as 
well as all information on Ruby submitted to the Warren commission. 
This may indicate that Joe Tonahill, one of Ruby's lawyers, plans to 
go beyond what he told me last week over the telephone. Of course, 
he still may intend to limit the questions to the two F.B.I. agents 
subpoenaed and attempt to secure the reports in another way. 


The Ruby habeas corpus hearing is now scheduled for Monday, 
January 20th. You were to let me know what instructions would be 
given to the F.B.I. agents concerning their testimony and I will look 
forward to hearing from you. 


BS:pb 
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Jne&T <4^A lawyer 
for? J^‘Rid>y,Xwfiia is diarged 
man accused *oi 
.assassinating Presicfeht ; Jcjhn P.' 
’Kennedy, said Tuesday the de- 
fense will, demand every scrap 
of evideoce now in official'hands. 

v ' 

VLawyer Joe TonahiB madethe 
statement as Jjudge Joe B. 

• Brown reset- Ruby’s bond hearing 
; for Jan.. 20. It had been set for 
. Jam. >2$ after a recess and a 
postponement, r. , . « 

j- >$ "'<> -V?. -:>.•«• 

!j The defense sought the ear- 
lier, date and it was agreed, to 
fay the prosecution. 

>'• Tonsil said, "We want him 

■out/*. „ V ■. 

Ruby, a night chib operator, 
is charged with slaying Lee Har- 
vey Oswald, the man accused of 
i killing Kennedy. , _ 

The lawyer, from Jasper, said 
be will ask FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover to hand over to 
defense lawyers all FBI reports 
on the assassination of Kennedy 
and Oswald. '. 

He- said he also will ask the 
special presidential commission 
investigating the assassinations 
to .submit complete reports on 
its findings. s _ . ‘ 

. .; *. .» '.•*'[* »/i*e •: ‘ / • 

He also will ask the state to 
turn over the report by, Dallas 
Police Qiief . Jesse Curry on Os- 
wald’s slaying in the basement 
of city ball.. ..... . ■ >■ — .... 

“The defendant is entitled to 
these -reports,” Tonahill said. 

Tonahill safd he will take ac- 
tion' in state and federal, courts 
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□ approval : [ (necessary action 

□ see me ‘ I I note and return 

•; 1 ■■■ ■ ■* , .. . ■ _ _ ••, 

□.RECOMMENDATION I [ CALL ME . 

rrj ANSWER OR ACKNOWL- ' 'j ' ' * 

EDGE ON OR BEFORE v ~ ' 1,1 " ' " 

£**» PREPARE REPLY FOR , V 

WlHE SIGNATURE OF ~ - 


, v : : r.n VA., 

| | PER CONVERSATION 

| | AS REQUESTED \ k ' 

□ NOTE AND FILE / 

□ YOUR INFORMATION 
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Please leave on Mr. Villens' desk. 


Do not take to commission. 







Earl Warren, Chairman . 
Richard B. Russell 
John Sherman Cooper 
Hale Boggs 
Gerald R. Ford 
John J. McCloy 
Allen W. Dulles 


President’s Commission 
on THE 

Assassination of President Kennedy 

200 Maryland Ave., N. E. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20002'' 
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J. Lee Rankin, 
General Counsel 


Mr. Andrew F. Oehmann 
Executive Assistant to 
the Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Oehmann: 

Mr. Chief Justice Warren has requested that I respond to your 
three letters dated December 11, 1963 to Mrs. McHugh regarding three 
candidates for employment with the President's Commission. 


As I am sure you appreciate, since the appointment of the Commission, 
many highly qualified lawyers have written to Mr. Chief Justice Warren 
or myself requesting a position on the Commission staff. I am currently 
in the process of reviewing these applications in order to select a 
small staff to assist the Commission in its assignment. I recently 
wrote to Miss Appel thanking her for her interest and advising her 
that I did not believe that we were in a position to accept her offer 
of assistance at this time. Since I have not yet completed the selec- 
tion of the members of my staff, I can assure you that the applications 
of Mr. McKeon and Mr. Dor.lan will receive my moss careful consideration. 


Thank you for bringing these applications to the attention of 
the Commission. 



Sincerely, 




J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
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ATTYGENL USA 


WASH DC 

MR^ ROBERT KENNEDY DEAR SIR: PLEASE HAVE 
KNOWLEDGABLE AGENT CONTACT ME COLLEVT BY 

phone at ■BHHMHHHHBconverning 

RUBY VS TEXAS WITH POSSIBLE FEDERAL SUPERAUTHORITY 






